
Dear Parishioners of St Leonard, I hope this email will find you well & healthy. 
  
I would like to share some Parish news & information. 
  
+ As I said last week via my weekly-email, we were considering temporarily suspending the               
Noon Mass for two main reasons: 1) due to low attendance, but more so, 2) with the intention                  
to maximize our volunteers and resources.  
  
Many of the parishes, even in the area, have done this because – especially at the Masses in                  
English – not many people are coming to Mass just yet. This makes sense as the dispensation                 
of the Sunday Obligation is still in effect and people are staying home. Perhaps you know that                 
other parishes have adjusted their schedules - or even locations - to be able to accommodate                
people’s needs due to their limited space or the time that it takes to clean and disinfect the                  
Church before and after each Mass. 
  
As I stated, the decision was supposed to be made last Sunday depending on the number of                 
attendees. Surprisingly, last Sunday we have a good number of people coming to the noon               
Mass! So, at the end of the Mass I explained that I needed to talk with the Reopening Team to                    
review the number of volunteers we have so we can guarantee their presence at all Masses.  
  
Yesterday I met with the members of the Pastoral Council to discuss this further and the                
members that are currently helping with this effort decided to do everything in their              
power to keep the 5 Masses available at least for the month of July. So, we are going to                   
keep offering the Noon Mass.  
  
I want you to know that each active member of the Council takes the lead of the group of                   
volunteers at each mass, consequently some of them are willing to take the lead at 2 Masses                 
and in some cases even 3 Masses. I thank them for their willingness to lead this effort & for                   
their generosity! 
  
Once again, I want to thank all volunteers for stepping in and for leading this               
tremendous effort to keep the Parish open, I am mindful that there is a lot of work that                  
needs to be done before and after each liturgy & we are very grateful for all that they do!                   
Also, for your information, what they do is not only done on Sundays, but it is done for Daily                   
Mass, Adoration, Confessions, Funerals and/or any other liturgical celebration like          
Confirmation that we have coming up. May God reward their generosity with many and              
abundant blessings! 
  
+ Also, I would like to reiterate everything that we do here at St Leonard to keep everyone                  
safe: 
  
- We allow people to enter the church only 30 minutes prior to the starting time 
- We checked people’s temperature  



- We sanitized people’s hands 
- Wearing facemask is always enforced  
- Seats are assigned & proper social distance is kept  
- People are escorted as they enter and exit the Church & during Holy Communion 
- All pews, sanctuary, lobby, and restrooms are sanitized before and after each Mass and               
liturgy.  
  
Another thing that we discussed yesterday was to start a Contact Tracing List at each Mass,                
we will start to do this the weekend of July 18 & 19. The idea is to keep a record of the people                       
who come to each Mass so in the improbable case that some of our attendees test positive for                  
COVID-19 and that person let us know, we then can let the people who came to that Mass                  
know. If this is the case the name of the person – and all information collected – will be                   
kept confidential and secured in my office. The lists will be destroyed every 2 weeks. 
  
Know that this is not a requirement from the authorities or the Archdiocese but the Parish                
Reopening Team felt that this is something else we can do so people feel secure and                
protected when they come to worship with us;  I am happy to support their efforts. 
  
So, I am confident that the work and care done here at our Parish is more than                 
appropriate and I am very grateful for all the work that many people have done & are still                  
willing to do. So, I truly hope that if you either come to help or to attend Mass you feel secure                     
and that you are taken care of, God knows we are doing our very best! 
  
+ God willing next weekend, on Saturday, July 18, we will celebrate the Sacrament of               
Confirmation, please pray for the teens and adults preparing to receive the Sacrament. Come              
Holy Spirit, come! 
  
+ We have decided to postpone the two First Communion Masses that were scheduled for               

Saturday, August 1st and the make-up sessions for the missing classes that were             

scheduled for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th weeks of this month. The parents and catechists agree                
that this is the best decision at this time; we hope to celebrate this special day, God willing, in                   
September. I will keep you posted. 
  
+ God willing on Sunday, July 26 at the Noon Mass I will be installed as the 13th Pastor of                    
St Leonard. Due to the current health situation attendance will be limited to no more than 100                 
guests. In advance, thank you for your understanding and please keep me in your prayers so I                 
can continue to serve this community that God has entrusted me with faith and love. I am                 
grateful for the Archbishop’s trust & confidence in me and my ministry and that he will be able to                   
join us that day to preside at the Installation Mass. 
  
+ Election Day is coming up, I encourage you to get informed, know the issues that are at                  
stake, think, discern, pray and vote! To vote is a social obligation, let your voice be heard. Here                  



are some good resources for you:      
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/church-teaching/index.cfm 
  
+ Thank you to all of you who financially supported our Parish this past weekend! You                
will see the financial report for the last two weekends in the bulletin. Thank you to all of you                   
who kept our community in mind during this hard time. 
  
+ Don’t forget to check out our two main tools for communication, our website:              
https://www.stleonardsa.org & our Facebook page:      
https://www.facebook.com/SaintLeonardCatholicChurch Check them out often! 
  
+ I am attaching our Sunday bulletin for this coming weekend XV Sunday of Ordinary               
Time to this email. If you cannot open it, you can also look here:              
https://www.stleonardsa.org/documents/collection/bulletin 
 
Well, I think that is all for now, more next week!  Keep me in your prayers, you are in mine.  
  

Fr. Lalo Martinez   

  
  

P.D. Una disculpa enorme por no tener el tiempo de escribir estos correos electrónicos también               
en español, espero comprendan, pero aquí hay una herramienta que se llama Google             
Translate: https://translate.google.com que se puede utilizar para traducir, solo copien el texto            
de mi correo y péguenlo a esta página y se traducirá automáticamente.  Otra vez, perdón. 
 
 
En todo Amar & Servir! 
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