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Viernes: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rev. Servando Guerrero Ponce, Pastor

Rev. Mr. Charles R. (Rusty) Gamez, Deacon | Rev. Mr. Jose Hernandez, Deacon (Ret.)  

Welcome to Our Parish! 
¡Bienvenidos a Nuestra

Parroquia!
 

Our mission of St. Leonard is to spread the message of Our Lord Jesus Christ. To
hear the Good News from the Gospel and therefore invite the Community to be part of
the Holy Church 
Nuestra misión en San Leonardo es difundir el mensaje de Nuestro Señor
Jesucristo. Escuchar la Buena Nueva del Evangelio y por lo tanto invitar a la
Comunidad a ser parte de la Santa Iglesia. 

PARISH STAFFPARISH STAFF
Pastor

Rev. Servando Guerrero Ponce
Pastor@stleonardsa.org

Deacons
Rev. Dcn Charles R. (Rusty) Gamez

Rev. Dcn Jose Hernandez
(retired)

Bookkeeper
Patricia Gonzales (ext. 102)

Bookkeeper@stleonardsa.org
Office Coordinator

Ileana Serda (ext. 101)
Parishoffice@stleonardsa.org

Faith Formation
Sr. Blanca E. Hinojosa (ext.108)

Faithformation@stleonardsa.org
Maintenance - Victor Moreno

December 10, 2023 2nd Sunday in Advent

Peace

Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
Muéstranos, Señor, tu misericordia y danos al Salvador.





This week’s Sanctuary Lamp 
is for the eternal rest of 

Moyses Aguirre, Bertha & Gabriel Canales, Andrea Cantu, Devyn Casias,
Mary Cruz, Rosalie Croom, Baby Azrael Espinoza, Amelia Flores, Alice B.
Gamez, David & Maria Garcia, Earnest M. Garcia, Miguel Ojeda, Letty
Orozco Gonzalez, Dave Guevara, Margarita Guillen, Jose and Rosa
Huerta, David Leal, Pat Longoria, Roxanne Longoria, Michael Lopez,
Margarita Ortiz, Gloria Perusquia, Luisa Vallejo Robles, Lisa Rubio, Esther
Saenz, Paula Segovia, Joe Solis, Irma Castro, & Sienna Valadez, Zayne
Allen Pierce, Sotero Reyes, Frank Rodriguez, Maria Valdez, Stephanie
Zamago & family, Preston Trinkle, & Mary Ferry.

Pray For...

Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, may your healing
hands rest upon me, may your life-giving powers flow into

every cell of my body and into the depths of my soul,
cleansing, purifying, restoring me to wholeness and strength

for service in your Kingdom. 
Amen.

Saturday 5:30 p.m.
†Gilbert Perusquia
†Fernando Medellin
†Estanilo Moreno 

Sunday 8:30 a.m.
†Aurelia Olivia Flores

†Margaret Alva
†Paulina Alva

Fausto Escamilla - Por Salud
en acción de gracias por el

cumpleaños de Maria Luna-Chavez,
en acción de gracias por la

graduación de Alexis Luna-Chavez

 11:00 a.m. 
†Erica Mares

†Antonio Perez, Jr.
†Lisa Garcia

†Hector Ramirez
†Charlie G. Gamez
†Anthony Alvarado
Azrael Rey Espinoza

 7:00 p.m.  
†Felipe Avelar y †Reyes Gutierrez

†Salvador Lozano
Por la salud de Francisco Flores

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
†Manuel & †Elida Reyes

 †Joshua Salomon Longoria
†Arturo Salomon

†Oscar & †Alicia Salomon 

Thursday 8:30 a.m.
Por la salud de Francisco Flores

Mass Intentions

For special blessings
such as wedding

anniversary or birthday
blessings please notify

the parish office in
advance.

Para bendiciones especiales
tales como aniversario de
bodas o bendiciones de
cumpleaños, por favor

notifique a la oficina parroquial
con anticipación.

Gilbert Perusquia
Eternal rest grant unto her/him, O Lord, and let

perpetual light shine upon her/him.  May her/his soul
and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the

mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen



Masses Attendance Total Offering

Saturday 88 $2,092.00

Sunday

8:30 a.m. 209 $1,513.00

11:00 a.m. 226 $2,714.00

7:00 p.m. 224 $1,463.00

Total 747 $7,782.00

Coins $30.71

Online 17 $927.00

Grand Total $8,739.71

To all the donors that
helped  the parish the

week of 
 December 3,  2023

May the Lord bless you
abundantly!

A todo los donantes 
que ayudaron a la

parroquia la semana de
3 de d de 2023.

¡Que el Señor los
bendiga

abundantemente!

Thank You!
Parish offering for Nov. 28 - Dec. 3, 2023

Gracious and loving God, we understand that you call us to be the

stewards of Your abundance, the caretakers of all you have

entrusted to us. Help us always to use your gifts wisely and teach

us to share them generously. May our faithful stewardship bear

witness to the love of Christ in our lives. Amen

Dios misericordioso y amoroso, entendemos que

nos llamas a ser mayordomos de Tu abundancia,

los cuidadores de todo lo que nos has confiado.

Ayúdanos siempre a utilizar sabiamente tus dones y enséñanos a compartirlos generosamente. Que nuestra fiel

mayordomía dé testimonio del amor de Cristo en nuestras vidas. Amen.

A Second Collection is scheduled for December 9 & 10, 2023, for Retired men & women religious.  Please be generous.

Está programada una segunda colecta para los días 9 y 10 de diciembre de 2023, para religiosos y religiosas jubilados. Por favor sea generoso.



Bulletin
Announcements

Have an announcement
request for the bulletin? 

Send in the announcement
a week in advance to be
published in the bulletin!

Join a group of fellow St. Leonard Parishoners on
a 17 mile journey from Our Lady of Guadalupe
Downtown to Our Lady of Guadalupe in Helotes
on Tuesday, December 12th. For additional
details, please contact 
the parish office.

What is the most difficult
obstacle I face in preparing
a way for Christ to come
into my heart anew this
Christmas? How can I
remove this obstacle?
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

¿Cuál es el obstáculo más
difícil que enfrento al

preparar el camino para la
venida de Cristo a mi

corazón de una
manera diferente esta

Navidad? ¿Cómo pudiera
quitar ese obstáculo? 

Question of the
Week

WEEK AT
  A- GLANCE

Sunday, December 10
Faith Formation Classes 

Monday, December 11
No Meetings Scheduled

Tuesday, December 12
Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe 6:00am
Mañanitas - Placita

6:30pm Mass 

Wednesday, December 13
Faith Formation Classes

Thursday, December 14
No Meetings Scheduled

Friday, December 15
Divine Mercy 7pm - Chapel

Saturday, December 16
No Meeting Scheduled

ANNOUNCEMENTS

God has given each of us unique gifts and talents.
We encourage you to invest in our parish by using
your gifts to serve others. If you have skills and
willing to share, please contact the parish office 

Come see 

ST. LEONARD’S

New Facebook Page

Damaris Ybarra, LPC-Associate, is offering FREE
counseling services for individuals, couples,

groups in both English & Spanish from 
4:30-7:30pm. Please contact the parish office 

to schedule an appointment.

ST. LEONARD’S MATACHINES
Up Coming  E v ent s  f or

Sunday, December 10, 2023 @ 1 pm Mission
Concepción 807 Mission Rd, San Antonio, TX 78210
Monday, December 11, 2023 @ 7 pm Nuestra
Señora de Guadalupe 1321 El Paso St. 78207
Tuesday, December 12, 2023 @ 6:30 pm Mass             
St. Leonard Catholic Church

Celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe
Feast Day With a Pilgrimage Walk

IN MEMORY OF OR IN HONOR OF A LOVED ONE
St. Leonards is adorning the altar this Christmas
Season with 15 beautiful poinsettias. These
poinsettias can be purchased for $15.00 in memory
of or in honor of a loved one. Please pick up an
envelope in the church lobby & drop it in the
collection basket or call the parish office.

Poinsettias 

OLG Downtown

OLG Helotes



Liturgical  Calendar of Events  
 Calendario Litúrgico de Eventos

December 24 Sunday
8:30am

11:00am 
Regular Sunday Mass -
NO 7PM MASS

December 24 Sunday 5:00pm
Children's Christmas Mass &
Pageant

December 25 Monday 10:00am
The Nativity of The Lord
Mass - Bilingual 
(Holyday of Obligation)

December 31 Sunday
8:30am
11:00am

Regular Sunday Mass -
NO 7PM MASS

January 1 Monday 10:00am
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy
Mother of God Mass - Bilingual
(Holyday of Obligation)

Fiesta de la 
Virgen de Guadalupe

D E C E M B E R  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3

L A S  M A Ñ A N I T A S  A T   
6 : 0 0 A M ( L A  P L A C I T A )

B I L I N G U A L  M A S S  A T  6 : 3 0 P M

F O L L O W E D  B Y  A  R E C E P T I O N
I N  T H E  P A R I S H  C E N T E R

A  h e a r t f u l  t h a n k
y o u  t o  a l l  t h a t
h a v e  d o n a t e d

C h r i s t m a s  l i g h t s
a n d  a s s i s t e d  i n
h a n g i n g  t h e m .

Y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y  i s
t r u l y  a p p r e c i a t e d

i n  m a k i n g  t h e
s e a s o n  b r i g h t e r

f o r  e v e r y o n e .

A  h e a r t f u l  t h a n k
y o u  t o  a l l  t h a t
h a v e  d o n a t e d

C h r i s t m a s  l i g h t s
a n d  a s s i s t e d  i n
h a n g i n g  t h e m .

Y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y  i s
t r u l y  a p p r e c i a t e d

i n  m a k i n g  t h e
s e a s o n  b r i g h t e r

f o r  e v e r y o n e .

FOR THE RETIRED MEN
AND WOMEN RELIGIOUS
FOR THE RETIRED MEN

AND WOMEN RELIGIOUS

Today’s 2nd Collection
December 10, 2023

Que Viva la  Virgen de  Guadalupe!

Please be generous



Join us in
decorating St

Leonard’s Family
Christmas Tree in
the Church Lobby 
Help decorate St. Leonard’s
family tree in the church
lobby. Bring one (1) family-
named ornament, no larger
than four (4) square inches. 
See the sample provided. Let’s 
celebrate each family’s uniqueness together.

Únase a nosotros para decorar
el árbol de Navidad familiar de
St Leonard en el vestíbulo de

la iglesia
Ayuda a decorar el árbol de Navidad de San Leonardo
en el vestíbulo de la iglesia. Traiga un (1) adorno con el
nombre de su familia, que no mida más de cuatro (4)
pulgadas cuadradas. Vea el ejemplo proporcionado.
Vamos a celebrar juntos la singularidad de cada
familia.

Oración de Adviento
“Oh Dios santo, paciente y amoroso, en esta temporada
de anhelo lleno de gracia, esperamos la venida de tu Hijo
y nuestro Salvador. En medio de nuestro mundo
ajetreado, de nuestras vidas ocupadas, necesitamos tu
ayuda para recordarnos lo que es importante y
necesario. El único regalo que perdurará proviene
únicamente de tu Dios misericordioso, a medida que
crecemos en nuestra conciencia de tu amor. Bendícenos
a nosotros, a nuestra familia y a nuestros amigos.
Aumenta en nosotros una urgencia creciente de celebrar
el nacimiento de tu Hijo, en cuyo nombre oramos.
Amén."

GRAN POSADA
Sunday, 

December 17th 
5:00pm in the Hall

ADVENT PRAYER
“O holy, patient, and loving God, in this season of
grace-filled longing, we await the coming of your Son
and our Savior. In the midst of our busy world, our
busy lives, we need your help to remind us of what is
important and necessary. The one gift that will last
comes from your alone, gracious God, as we grow in
our awareness of your love, Bless us, our family and
friends. Increase in us a growing urgency to celebrate
the birth of your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen.”

SAN LEONARDO

te envita a la 







SAINT OF THE WEEK   ~  December 13
St. Lucy lived in the 4th century, born in Syracuse. Raised a Christian, she
consecrated her life to God and often gave her possessions to the poor despite the
sharp persecutions of Diocletian’s reign. When she resisted the advances of a
Roman soldier, she was arrested, tortured (most likely blinded) and martyred. It is
said that when her body was being prepared for burial it was discovered that her
eyes had been miraculously restored. She is one of the early Christian saints and is
so honored in various prayers, antiphons, and poems of the day. Her name means
‘light’ and she is the patron saint of eye ailments.

Growing in Faith

Saint Lucy
Pray for us

Santa Lucia vivió en el siglo IV, nació en Siracusa. Criada como cristiana,
consagró su vida a Dios y a menudo entregó sus posesiones a los pobres
a pesar de las duras persecuciones del reinado de Diocleciano. Cuando
resistió los avances de un soldado romano, fue arrestada, torturada
(probablemente cegada) y martirizada. Se dice que cuando preparaban su
cuerpo para el entierro se descubrió que sus ojos habían sido restaurados
milagrosamente. Ella es una de las primeras santas cristianas y se la honra
en varias oraciones, antífonas y poemas del día. Su nombre significa "luz" y
es la patrona de las enfermedades oculares.

Heaven

FIRST
CHRISTMAS 

IN

Thank you to the Bereavement
Ministry for your support and to
all the volunteers that contributed
to this beautiful event.

Sunday, December 3rd

Rite  o f  Acc e p t an c e
D E C E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 2 3

They have accepted to join our Catholic Faith



 Gospel           Reflection
El evangelio de hoy está tomado del comienzo de Marcos. A
diferencia de Lucas y Mateo, Marcos no incluye ningún detalle del
nacimiento de Jesús. En cambio, Marcos comienza con la aparición
de Juan el Bautista en el desierto. En este Segundo Domingo de
Adviento, estamos invitados a reflexionar sobre el papel de Juan el
Bautista, quien preparó el camino para Jesús y la salvación que él
nos traería.
La descripción que hace Marcos de la aparición de Juan el Bautista
resalta la continuidad de Juan con la tradición profética judía.
Marcos combina citas de los libros de Malaquías, Isaías y Éxodo del
Antiguo Testamento. La descripción que hace Marcos de Juan
como un asceta que vivía en el desierto, vestido con pelo de
camello y comiendo langostas y miel silvestre, recuerda la
descripción del profeta Elías que se encuentra en Segunda de
Reyes. El pueblo de Judea y Jerusalén acude a él, escuchando su
mensaje de arrepentimiento y perdón; también vienen a él para
ser bautizados. Sin embargo, el evangelio de Marcos es claro en
que el papel de Juan el Bautista es sólo preparar el camino para
otro que vendrá, uno que es más grande que Juan.
Muchos estudiosos creen que los Evangelios reflejan la tensión que
probablemente existió entre los seguidores de Juan el Bautista y los
discípulos de Jesús. Cada uno de los cuatro evangelistas informa
sobre la predicación y el bautismo de Juan, y cada uno enfatiza la
importancia del bautismo de Jesús por Juan. Los cuatro evangelios
también explican que Juan fue enviado a predicar en preparación
para otro. En el Evangelio de Lucas se plantea la cuestión de si Juan
el Bautista era él mismo el Mesías. Sin embargo, al igual que en el
Evangelio de hoy, Juan habla de manera bastante explícita de que
el Mesías vendría después de él.
En el Evangelio de hoy escuchamos a Juan Bautista contrastar su
bautismo de arrepentimiento con el bautismo que Jesús
inaugurará. Juan dice que él ha bautizado con agua, pero que el
que ha de venir bautizará con el Espíritu Santo. El bautismo de Juan
aún no era un bautismo cristiano, sino una preparación para el
sacramento del bautismo mediante el cual se perdonan los
pecados y se recibe el don del Espíritu Santo.

Juan Bautista se nos presenta como modelo durante el Adviento.
Nosotros también estamos llamados a preparar un camino para el
Señor. Como Juan el Bautista, somos mensajeros al servicio de
alguien que es mayor que nosotros. Nuestro Bautismo nos encarga
llamar a otros a la vida como discípulos de Jesús.

Readings for the week 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15 

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Today’s Gospel is taken from the beginning of Mark. Unlike Luke and
Matthew, Mark does not include any details of Jesus’ birth. Instead
Mark begins with the appearance of John the Baptist in the desert. On
this the Second Sunday of Advent, we are invited to reflect upon the
role of John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus and the
salvation that he would bring to us.

Mark’s description of the appearance of John the Baptist highlights
John’s continuity with the Jewish prophetic tradition. Mark
combines quotations from the Old Testament books of Malachi,
Isaiah, and Exodus. Mark’s description of John as an ascetic, living
in the desert, clothed in camel hair, and eating locusts and wild
honey, is reminiscent of the description of the prophet Elijah
found in Second Kings. The people of Judea and Jerusalem flock to
him, listening to his message of repentance and forgiveness; they
also come to him to be baptized. Mark’s Gospel is clear, however,
that John the Baptist’s role is only to prepare the way for another
who will come, one who is greater than John.

Many scholars believe that the Gospels reflect the tension that likely
existed between followers of John the Baptist and disciples of Jesus.
Each of the four Evangelists report on John’s preaching and baptizing,
and they each emphasize the importance of Jesus’ baptism by John.
The four Gospels also explain that John was sent to preach in
preparation for another. In the Gospel of Luke, the question is raised as
to whether John the Baptist was himself the Messiah. Just as in today’s
Gospel, however, John speaks quite explicitly that the Messiah was to
come after him.

In today’s Gospel we hear John the Baptist contrast his baptism of
repentance with the baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John says that
he has baptized with water, but that the one who is to come will
baptize with the Holy Spirit. John’s baptism was not yet a Christian
baptism, but a preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism through
which sins are forgiven and the gift of the Holy Spirit is received.

John the Baptist is presented to us as a model during Advent. We, too,
are called upon to prepare a way for the Lord. Like John the Baptist, we
are messengers in service to one who is greater than we are. Our
Baptism commissions us to call others to life as disciples of Jesus.

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk
1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
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