
December 3, 2023

Monday: 9 a.m.– 12 p.m.
 Tuesday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m .

  Friday:  9 a.m. -12 NOON  
CLOSED DAILY FOR LUNCH FROM 1 - 2 p.m.

Lunes:  9 a.m.– 12 p.m.
Martes- Jueves: 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Viernes: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
 

Office hours | Horario de oficinaOffice hours | Horario de oficina

St.  Leonard Catholic Church
8510 S. Zarzamora St.  |  San Antonio, TX 78224 

Office: (210) 924-6000 | Fax: (210) 924-5552
E-mail :  parishoffice@stleonardsa.org  |  Website: www.stleonardsa.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rev. Servando Guerrero Ponce, Pastor

Rev. Mr. Charles R. (Rusty) Gamez, Deacon | Rev. Mr. Jose Hernandez, Deacon (Ret.)  

Welcome to Our Parish! 
¡Bienvenidos a Nuestra

Parroquia!
 

Our mission of St. Leonard is to spread the message of Our Lord Jesus Christ. To
hear the Good News from the Gospel and therefore invite the Community to be part of
the Holy Church 
Nuestra misión en San Leonardo es difundir el mensaje de Nuestro Señor
Jesucristo. Escuchar la Buena Nueva del Evangelio y por lo tanto invitar a la
Comunidad a ser parte de la Santa Iglesia. 
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Faith Formation
Sr. Blanca E. Hinojosa (ext.108)
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Maintenance - Victor Moreno

December 17, 2023 3rd Sunday in Advent

Joy

My soul rejoices in my God.
Mi espíritu se alegra en Dios, mi salvador.





This week’s Sanctuary Lamp 
is for the eternal rest of 

Moyses Aguirre, Bertha & Gabriel Canales, Andrea Cantu, Devyn Casias,
Mary Cruz, Rosalie Croom, Baby Azrael Espinoza, Amelia Flores, Alice B.
Gamez, David & Maria Garcia, Earnest M. Garcia, Miguel Ojeda, Letty
Orozco Gonzalez, Dave Guevara, Margarita Guillen, Jose and Rosa
Huerta, David Leal, Pat Longoria, Roxanne Longoria, Michael Lopez,
Margarita Ortiz, Gloria Perusquia, Luisa Vallejo Robles, Lisa Rubio, Esther
Saenz, Paula Segovia, Joe Solis, Irma Castro, & Sienna Valadez, Zayne
Allen Pierce, Sotero Reyes, Frank Rodriguez, Maria Valdez, Stephanie
Zamago & family, Preston Trinkle, & Mary Ferry.

Pray For...

Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, may your healing
hands rest upon me, may your life-giving powers flow into

every cell of my body and into the depths of my soul,
cleansing, purifying, restoring me to wholeness and strength

for service in your Kingdom. 
Amen.

Saturday 5:30 p.m.
†Jerry Arevalo

†Mildred Moody
†Dewitt Haynes

 †Myretta Buckhater
For the peace of Jay & Lee Peña

& for their †Mother

Sunday 8:30 a.m.
†Aurelia Olivia Flores

†Margaret Alva
†Paulina Alva

†Deacono Rey & †Pauline Ybarra
Fausto Escamilla - Por Salud

Sotero Reyes - Por Salud

 11:00 a.m. 
†Erica Mares

†Antonio Perez, Jr.
†Lisa Garcia

†Hector Ramirez
†Pomposita Carolina Rivera

Azrael Rey Espinoza

Wednesday 8:30 a.m.
†Pauline Mireles Ybarra 

Thursday 8:30 a.m.
†Antonio Perez, Jr.

†Leroy Haynes

Friday 8:30 a.m.
†Pauline Mireles Ybarra

Mass Intentions

For special blessings
such as wedding

anniversary or birthday
blessings please notify

the parish office in
advance.

Para bendiciones especiales
tales como aniversario de
bodas o bendiciones de
cumpleaños, por favor

notifique a la oficina parroquial
con anticipación.

Luisa P. Garza
Eternal rest grant unto her/him, O Lord, and let

perpetual light shine upon her/him.  May her/his soul
and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the

mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen



Masses Attendance Total Offering

Friday, 12/8 - $588.00

Saturday 104 $1,761.00

Sunday

8:30 a.m. 242 $1,610.00

11:00 a.m. 240 $1,654.00

7:00 p.m. 189 $1,146.00

Total 775 $6,171.00

Coins $17.16

Online 15 $787.00

Grand Total $6,975.16

2nd Collection - For Retired Men and 
Women Religious $588.00

To all the donors that
helped  the parish the

week of 
 December 10,  2023

May the Lord bless you
abundantly!

A todo los donantes 
que ayudaron a la

parroquia la semana
de

10 de d de 2023.

¡Que el Señor los
bendiga

abundantemente!

Thank You!
Parish offering for December 5 - 10, 2023

Gracious and loving God, we understand that you call us to be the

stewards of Your abundance, the caretakers of all you have

entrusted to us. Help us always to use your gifts wisely and teach

us to share them generously. May our faithful stewardship bear

witness to the love of Christ in our lives. Amen

Dios misericordioso y amoroso, entendemos que

nos llamas a ser mayordomos de Tu abundancia,

los cuidadores de todo lo que nos has confiado.

Ayúdanos siempre a utilizar sabiamente tus dones y enséñanos a compartirlos generosamente. Que nuestra fiel

mayordomía dé testimonio del amor de Cristo en nuestras vidas. Amen.



Bulletin
Announcements

Have an announcement
request for the bulletin? 

Send in the announcement
a week in advance to be
published in the bulletin!

Come see  
ST. LEONARD’S

New 
Facebook Page

IN MEMORY OF OR IN HONOR OF A LOVED ONE
St. Leonards is adorning the altar & Lobby this
Christmas Season with 25 beautiful poinsettias.
These poinsettias can be purchased for $15.00 in
memory of or in honor of a loved one. Please pick up
an envelope in the church lobby & drop it in the
collection basket or call the parish office.

Poinsettias 

WEEK AT
  A- GLANCE

Sunday, December 17
La Gran Posada 5pm - Hall 

Monday, December 18
Eucharistic Ministers Mtg.

7pm - Chapel

Tuesday, December 19
No Meeting Scheduled 

Wednesday, December 20
No Meeting Scheduled

Thursday, December 21
No Meetings Scheduled

Friday, December 22
No Meeting Scheduled

Saturday, December 23
No Meeting Scheduled

How can I recognize
and then bear witness

to the light that
comes from God?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
¿De qué manera

puedo reconocer la
luz que viene de Dios
y dar testimonio de

ella?

Question of the
Week

ANNOUNCEMENTS

God has given each of us unique gifts and talents.
We encourage you to invest in our parish by using
your gifts to serve others. If you have skills and
willing to share, please contact the parish office 

Christmas Mass Schedule
CHRISTMAS EVE

Sunday | Domingo 12/24/23
 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. (Children’s  Mass & Chistmas Pageant - Bilingual)

7:00 p.m. NO MISA

CHRISTMAS  DAY (Holyday of Obligation)
Monday | Lunes 12/25/23           10:00 a.m. (Bilingual)

MARY , THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD (Holyday of Obligation)
Monday | Lunes 1/1/24          10:00 a.m. (Bilingual)

NEW YEARS EVE
Sunday | Domingo 12/31/23

 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. NO MISA



PoncePonce
FamiliaFamilia

20232023

GuererroGuererro

Join us in
decorating St

Leonard’s Family
Christmas Tree in
the Church Lobby 
Help decorate St. Leonard’s
family tree in the church
lobby. Bring one (1) family-
named ornament, no larger
than four (4) square inches. 
See the sample provided. Let’s 
celebrate each family’s uniqueness together.

Únase a nosotros para decorar
el árbol de Navidad familiar de
St Leonard en el vestíbulo de

la iglesia
Ayuda a decorar el árbol de Navidad de San Leonardo
en el vestíbulo de la iglesia. Traiga un (1) adorno con el
nombre de su familia, que no mida más de cuatro (4)
pulgadas cuadradas. Vea el ejemplo proporcionado.
Vamos a celebrar juntos la singularidad de cada
familia.

GRAN POSADA
Sunday, 

December 17th 
5:00pm in the Church

Oración de Adviento

“Oh Dios Todopoderoso, misericordioso proveedor y
dador de vida, esperamos ansiosamente la celebración
de tu nacimiento. Al igual que la gente de antaño,
nuestros antepasados   en la fe, nosotros también
necesitamos luz, necesitamos dirección, necesitamos tu
Palabra, que nos muestre el camino. Nuestras vidas
ocupadas y el consumismo que nos rodea hacen difícil
reconocer tu reino y escuchar tu voz. Ayúdanos Señor, a
centrarnos en ti. Amén."

ADVENT PRAYER
“O Almighty God, gracious provider and giver of life,
we anxiously await the celebration of your birth. Like
the people of long ago, our ancestors in faith, we, too,
are in need of light, in need of direction, in need of your
Word, to show us the way. Our busy lives and the
consumerism that surrounds us make it difficult to
recognize your kingdom and to hear your voice. Help
us Lord, to focus on you. Amen.”

SAN LEONARDO

te envita a la 







Our Lady of Guadalupe
FEAST DAY - DECEMBER 12TH

Thank you to the Guadalupe Society and everyone who contributed to the success of this celebration

Gracias a la Sociedad Guadalupe y a todos los que contribuyeron al éxito de esta celebración.

Que Viva la Virgen de Guadalupe!



SAINT OF THE WEEK   ~  December 21
St. Peter Canisius was born in Holland on May 8, 1521. Peter was a brilliant, but
humble, young man, who studied at Cologne and received his license as doctor of
civil law; he then went to Louvain (Belgium) to learn canon law. After he attended a
retreat given by Blessed Peter Faber, the first disciple of St. Ignatius, he decided to
become a Jesuit. On the day of his final vows, as he knelt in St. Peter's, Our Lord
showed him a vision of His Sacred Heart. From that time forward, he never failed to
make an offering of all his work to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Sent to Germany, he
worked strenuously for many years by his writings and teachings to confirm the
Catholic faith. Of his numerous books, the Catechism is most renowned. Peter died
in Switzerland in 1597. He is the patron saint of the Catholic press.

Growing in Faith

Saint Peter Canisius
Pray for us

San Pedro Canisio nació en Holanda el 8 de mayo de 1521. Pedro era un joven
brillante, pero humilde, que estudió en Colonia y recibió su licencia de doctor en
derecho civil; luego fue a Lovaina (Bélgica) para aprender derecho canónico.
Después de asistir a un retiro impartido por el Beato Pedro Faber, el primer discípulo
de San Ignacio, decidió convertirse en jesuita. El día de sus votos perpetuos,
mientras estaba arrodillado en San Pedro, Nuestro Señor le mostró una visión de Su
Sagrado Corazón. Desde entonces nunca dejó de ofrecer toda su obra al Sagrado
Corazón de Jesús. Enviado a Alemania, trabajó denodadamente durante muchos
años mediante sus escritos y enseñanzas para confirmar la fe católica. De sus
numerosos libros, el Catecismo es el más renombrado. Pedro murió en Suiza en
1597. Es el santo patrón de la prensa católica.

A few of St. Leonard’s
parishioners walking a 17 mile
spiritual homage to Our Lady
of Guadalupe. Walking from
Our Lady of Guadalupe
downtown to Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Helotes

Mary
WALKING FOR & WITH

Algunos de los feligreses de
San Leonardo caminan  en
homenaje espiritual de 17
millas a Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe. Caminando
desde Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe en el centro
hasta Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe en Helotes

35th Annual Pilgrimage
December 12, 2023

Don Galvan Brothers
IN APPRECIATION TO THE

FOR THEIR SERVICE AS
ALTAR SERVERS



 Gospel           Reflection
El Evangelio de este domingo nos invita a continuar nuestra
reflexión sobre la persona y misión de Juan Bautista. Hoy nos
apartamos del Evangelio de Marcos y leemos una selección del
Evangelio de Juan.
El Evangelio de hoy combina un breve pasaje del prólogo del
Evangelio de Juan con un relato sobre Juan el Bautista. Como en el
Evangelio de Marcos, el Evangelio de Juan no contiene ninguna
narración del nacimiento. En cambio, el Evangelio de Juan
comienza con una reflexión teológica que se ha dado en llamar el
“prólogo”. Este prólogo sitúa la historia de Jesús en su marco
cosmológico. Habla de la existencia de Jesús con Dios desde el
principio de los tiempos. En el evangelio de Juan, Jesús es
presentado como el cumplimiento del Antiguo Testamento y la
culminación de la Palabra, la luz que viene a las tinieblas del
mundo.
Después de este prólogo, Juan informa sobre el ministerio de Juan
el Bautista. Aprendemos sobre la atención que recibió Juan el
Bautista por parte de las autoridades judías. Mensajeros de los
sacerdotes judíos, de los levitas y de los fariseos interrogan a Juan
sobre su identidad y el significado de los bautismos que realiza. El
Evangelio de Juan utiliza estas preguntas para establecer la relación
entre Jesús y Juan el Bautista. Juan el Bautista no es el Mesías, ni
Elías ni el Profeta. En las negaciones de Juan, escuchamos ecos del
tipo de expectativas mesiánicas que eran comunes en la Palestina
del siglo I.
La única respuesta afirmativa que da Juan Bautista es cuando cita al
profeta Isaías. Al responder la siguiente pregunta, Juan anuncia que
el salvador que buscan ya está entre ellos, pero aún no reconocido.
La respuesta de Juan resalta para nosotros un tema importante del
Adviento: Jesús ya vino al mundo como nuestro salvador. Durante
el Adviento, oramos para que podamos reconocer la presencia de
Jesús entre nosotros. El Adviento también nos recuerda que Jesús
vendrá nuevamente para cumplir la promesa de salvación. Oramos
para que sigamos atentos mientras anticipamos ese gran día.
El tercer domingo de Adviento también se llama Domingo de
Gaudete. Gaudete, una palabra latina que significa “alegraos”, está
tomada de la antífona de entrada a la misa del domingo. Este tema
se repite en la segunda lectura de hoy de la primera Carta a los
Tesalonicenses. Es un recordatorio de que el Adviento es una
temporada de alegría porque nuestra salvación ya está cerca.

Readings for the week 
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45 

Friday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56 

Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66 

This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to continue our reflection on the
person and mission of John the Baptist. Today we depart from the
Gospel of Mark and read a selection from the Gospel of John.

The Gospel for today combines a brief passage from the prologue to
John’s Gospel with a report about John the Baptist. As in Mark’s
Gospel, the Gospel of John contains no birth narrative. Instead, John’s
Gospel begins with a theological reflection that has come to be called
the “prologue.” This prologue places the story of Jesus in its
cosmological framework. It speaks of Jesus’ existence with God since
the beginning of time. In John’s Gospel, Jesus is presented as the
fulfillment of the Old Testament and the culmination of the Word, the
light that is coming into the world’s darkness.

Following this prologue, John reports on the ministry of John the
Baptist. We learn about the attention that John the Baptist received
from the Jewish authorities. Messengers from the Jewish priests, the
Levites and the Pharisees question John about his identity and the
meaning of the baptisms that he is performing. John’s Gospel uses
these questions to establish the relationship between Jesus and John
the Baptist. John the Baptist is not the Messiah, nor is he Elijah or the
Prophet. In John’s denials, we hear echoes of the kind of messianic
expectations that were common in first-century Palestine.

The only affirmative response that John the Baptist gives is when he
quotes the prophet Isaiah. Upon answering the next question, John
announces that the savior they seek is already among them, but as yet
unrecognized. John’s response highlights for us an important Advent
theme: Jesus has already come into the world as our savior. During
Advent, we pray that we will be able to recognize Jesus’ presence in
our midst. Advent also reminds us that Jesus will come again to fulfill
the promise of salvation. We pray that we will continue to be watchful
as we anticipate that great day.

The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete, a
Latin word which means “rejoice,” is taken from the entrance
antiphon for Sunday’s Mass. This theme is echoed in today’s second
reading from the first Letter to the Thessalonians. It is a reminder that
Advent is a season of joy because our salvation is already at hand.

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8,
19-28 
Monday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 
Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 
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